
Za'Mari Elizabeth Spearman
October 29, 2000 - April 16, 2026

Za’Mari Elizabeth Spearman, known affectionately as “Tootie,” was a vibrant
light whose life was tragically cut short on April 16, 2026, in South Fulton,
Georgia. Though she was only 25 years old, the depth of her character and
the scale of her achievements left a legacy that will be felt for generations.
She was a woman of undeniable intelligence, fierce loyalty, and a beauty that
radiated from within. 

 Born on October 29, 2000, in New Haven, Connecticut, Za’Mari was the
cherished daughter of Shy'mar Avery and Robert Spearman. From the very
beginning, she carried a special connection to her family, bearing the
nickname "Tootie" in honor of her paternal grandmother. Growing up in her
tight-knit family, she became everyone’s baby. 

 

After graduating from Hamden High School in 2018, Za’Mari set her sights on
the future with a clear vision. She moved to Georgia to pursue her dreams,
earning a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Georgia State
University in 2022. Never one to settle, she continued her academic journey
while balancing the demands of life and motherhood, ultimately achieving her
Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Phoenix in
2025. And she was not finished. She was accepted into a Doctor of Business
Administration program and set to begin classes this fall. She was a woman
who valued knowledge, not just for herself, but as a foundation for the life she
wanted to build for her family. 



Tootie brought light and love to any gathering. She had a wonderful, infectious
zest for life that centered on the people she loved. She was a traveler at heart
and a true foodie, always seeking out new experiences. She found beauty in
the world around her, often surrounding herself with her favorite color, purple;
a shade that perfectly matched her royal spirit and glowing personality. But
more than anything, it was the company she kept that mattered most. 

 

She was a loyal friend, the kind who showed up when it mattered and loved
without judgment. And then there was her voice; Tootie loved to sing. Whether
she was perfectly on key or missing a note or two, she sang with confidence
and joy that forced everyone around her to smile. She reminded us all that life
isn't about being perfect; it’s about being present and being loud in your
happiness. 

 

Za’Mari’s crowning achievement and her greatest love was her son, Harlem
“Chubbs” Jones. As a mother, she was patient, fiercely protective, and deeply
dedicated. Everything she did—every degree earned and every goal met—
was fueled by her desire to give "Chubbs" the world. She was also a constant
source of pride for her parents and a devoted granddaughter, maintaining
deep, unbreakable ties to her family in New Haven even as she made her
home in Powder Springs, Georgia. 

 

Za’Mari is survived by her beloved son, Harlem Jones; her devoted parents,
Shy'mar Avery and Robert Spearman; Sisters: Alliyah Ellis of Hamden, CT
and Rajah Spearman of New Haven, CT; Her maternal grandparents, Valrica
and William Fluellen of Powder Springs, GA; Her paternal grandparents,
Robert(Vanessa) Santos of Hamden, CT; paternal grandmother, Frankie
Elaine Spearman of New Haven, CT; paternal great-grandmother, Joan
Hallums of New Haven, CT; Godmother, Shannon Nkrumah of Hamden, CT;



God sister Lauren Brown of New Haven, CT. One aunt, Joni Harris(Kawon) of
New Haven, CT; Uncles, Ronnie Cox, Jr. of Marietta, GA; Steven Spearman of
New Haven, CT; Kenny Spearman of New Haven, CT; Carl Spearman
(Andrea) of Meriden, CT; Shantai Willard of Houston, Tx, and a vast village of
cousins who were lucky enough to be loved by her. 

 

Za’Mari was well-liked and had a demeanor that attracted people to her. She
kept a tight circle who were more like her family: her best friend, Janay Butler
along with Kenneth Bagley Jr., Marlayzia Crockett-McCoter, Izaiah
Brockington, Infiniti Suggs and Nadine Rivera were her trusted friends forever.

Tootie was predeceased by her twin siblings Toray and Tori Bellamy ; paternal
grandmother Mildred Elizabeth “Tootie” Spearman and her maternal
grandfather Andrew Dawson; maternal great-grandparents Carl Avery, Linnie
Tipton Avery; Burnestine Campbell Dawson and William L. Dawson II;
Paternal great-grandparents Isadore K. Santos, Lois C. Nance and Nathan
Spearman, Sr. 

 

Though her time with us was far too brief, we find peace in the promise that
Za’Mari has returned to the arms of her Creator. We trust in the words of
Scripture that remind us, "To be absent from the body is to be present with the
Lord." While our hearts are heavy, we celebrate the truth that she is now
resting in eternal grace, free from the cares of this world and surrounded by
the heavenly glory she so brightly reflected here on earth. Until we meet again
in that place where there is no more sorrow or pain, we carry her spirit in our
hearts, knowing that her light continues to shine in the presence of the Most
High.



Cemetery Details

Evergreen Cemetery

769 Ella T Grasso Blvd
New Haven, CT 06519
(203) 624-5505

Previous Events

Calling Hour

MAY 8. 10:00 AM (ET)

God's Miracle Unlimited
1441 Dixwell Ave
Hamden, CT 06514

Funeral Service

MAY 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

God's Miracle Unlimited
1441 Dixwell Ave
Hamden, CT 06514
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Joni Harris - June 01 at 10:53 AM

Joni Harris lit a candle in memory of Za'Mari
Spearman

Joni Harris - May 24 at 10:14 PM

🤞  
 Missing you!

Carol Teel - May 08 at 07:03 AM

Sending sincere condolences to our family.
Tootie was a sweerheart and loved by all who
knew her. God bless all her families. 

Please keep the families in prayer!
Sending hugs and love. 
Carol Teel and family

Greg Stokes and family. - May 07 at 01:47 PM

Greg Stokes and family. purchased the Simply El
egant Spathiphyllum for the family of Za'Mari
Elizabeth Spearman.

https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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DEBRA BETHEA - May 07 at 07:05 AM

WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY; WORDS CANNOT POSSIBLY
BEGIN TO EASE YOUR HURT AND SORROW.BUT PLEASE
REMEMBER THAT WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HURTING HEART
AND SHARE IN YOUR SORROW. MAY THE PRECIOUS
MEMORIES OF YOUR LOVED ONE CARRY YOU THROUGH
THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. WITH HEARTFELT PRAYERS &
SYMPATHY. For thou hast been a shelter for me, I will abide in thy
tabernacle forever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Psalm 61:3-
4 with condolence; Robert Bethea-Debra Bethea & Family

barbara j. nelson - May 04 at 06:05 PM

To Robert and Vanessa, please accept my deepest condolences
upon the passing your granddaughter Za'Mari, affectionately known
as "Tootie". May your fond memories of her last forever in your
hearts. Barbara Nelson,friend.

Naomi Benson - May 02 at 10:32 PM

My prayers and condolences to the family. Rest in paradise
beautiful.  

Shandra Taybron - May 01 at 10:32 AM

My deepest condolences to the family. Tootie was very sweet every
time I seen her. 
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Diane George - April 30 at 09:37 PM

So many wonderful memories graduation party,baby shower lots of
family functions we attended together.May god bless you and family
as well  such a beautiful young lady�. Diane George

James Clayton - April 30 at 08:31 PM

James Clayton lit a candle in memory of
Za'Mari Elizabeth Spearman

Sheree Atk6 - April 30 at 04:57 PM

My condolences to the
Dawson/Spearman/Avery family

Roosevelt Young - April 30 at 06:25 AM

My heartfelt condolences to the Avery,
Spearman and Santos families
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FRANCINE SMITH - April 29 at 03:05 PM

My condolences to the Avery family. I had the
pleasure of knowing Tootie since her birth. I
am saddened to hear of her passing.

Barbara Hill - April 28 at 06:07 PM

Prayers For The Family 

J Barker - April 28 at 05:42 PM

Tootie you will be missed!!! My childhood
friend. I love you! 

Robin Williams - April 28 at 05:13 PM

Robin Williams lit a candle in memory of
Za'Mari Spearman


