
Mary LuElla Reeves
April 7, 1948 - October 21, 2019

Early Monday morning October 21, 2019, our beloved sister Mary LuElla
Reeves 71, departed this life 

 quietly at her home in New Haven, CT. Mary was born April 7, 1948 to the late
William James Sr. and 

 Mary Reaves. She was the second of eight children. As a child, Mary attended
Pitts Chapel Church with 

 her parents and siblings where she later became a lifelong member. 
 Mary was a product of the New Haven Public School System. She attended

Winchester Elementary 
 School, Lincoln Bassett Junior High, and graduated from Wilber Cross High

School in 1965. Upon 
 graduation, Mary began her life’s occupation working in the Aircraft Parts

industry. She had an amazing 
 ability of putting things together and seeing how they worked. She loved the

challenge that the industry 
 presented to her. Of course, she was soon promoted to the position of Master

Linesman where she 
 patiently taught the skill to new workers. 

 Another specialty that Mary had was the automobile. She learned much about
the in’s and outs of a car 

 from her beloved father. She spent many days teaching her brothers and
sisters how to drive a stickshift car. She believed like her dad that you couldn’t



consider yourself a driver until you could drive a 
 stick-shift car. Mary was as comfortable under the hood of a car as she was

behind the wheel. It was 
 often said that she knew more about cars than most men. 

 Life with Mary was always an adventure! She loved life and she loved people,
and she lived her life to 

 the fullest. She loved to travel, sing and dance. There was a mischievous side
to Mary that frequently 

 kept her under the radar of her mom and dad. She liked to be on the go and in
the know. Sometimes the 

 “GO!” was met with the parental “NO!” which led to some pretty interesting
interactions between her 

 and her parents. 
 She had a love for seafood and music. A vocalist in her own right, Mary liked

to spend time listening to 
 rock & roll, R&B and gospel music, etc. Some of her favorite artists were Al

Green, Wilson Pickett, and 
 Aretha Franklin. Though she never produced music of her own, there are

many who would testify that 
 she had a voice equal to the best. She also had a fondness for seafood and

would enjoy it every chance 
 she could. 

 Sickness “caught” up with Mary but like everything else in life, it had a hard
time keeping her down. She 

 was a fighter and fight she did. Many times it appeared that she was down for
the count – but she 

 always got back up. Right until the end of her life, she kept fighting, pushing
the boundaries and going 

 beyond man made expectations. 
 Mary again met Jesus through the work of her sisters and friends. Upon

reading the word of God one 



day with her sister she exclaimed, “You made my day!” Her acceptance of
Christ as her Savior also made 

 God’s day. Jesus tells us in Luke 15:7 that “there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who 

 repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”
God rejoices over Mary today.



Cemetery Details

Evergreen Cemetery

769 Ella T Grasso Blvd
New Haven, CT 06519
(203) 624-5505

Previous Events

Calling Hours

OCT 25. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Pitts Chapel
64 Brewster Street
New Haven, CT

Service

OCT 25. 11:00 AM (ET)

Pitts Chapel U.F.W.B Church
64 Brewster Street
New Haven, CT
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October 09, 2023 at 06:14 AM

Mary LuElla Reeves

Alice Jordan - October 29, 2019 at 01:56 PM

The Perry-Jordan Family send there condolences, Mary was a
Beautiful person I will missed my talk with her Pray for the Family
Alice Jordan

Micahael Batts - October 25, 2019 at 11:19 AM

To the Reaves family, God must have needed some laughter in
heaven and he is going to to get it. Sister "Boodie" is one of the
funniest people you would ever want to meet and will be sorely
missed. Prayers to the entire family..... Michael Batts and "Rearview
Band".

Iman Hameen - October 25, 2019 at 08:24 AM

Sending sincere, heartfelt condolences to Sean, his daughter and
family. The love of a devoted son is priceless and beautiful to see.
May each day bring more ease and comfort. The Hameens
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Dawn - October 24, 2019 at 08:42 AM

Dawn lit a candle in memory of Mary LuElla
Reeves

Deb Chambers - October 23, 2019 at 09:36 PM

My condolences to Sean Reaves and Family.
My prayers and Love to you all as you mourn
your beloved Mom, Wife Sister and
Grandmother. May the Lord continues to
provide for you all and comfort you all at this
time. Many blessings.


