
Lillie Mincey
July 8, 1946 - January 3, 2026

Lillie “Lil” Mincey (née McKnight), age 79, of Hamden, Connecticut, peacefully
departed this life on January 3, 2026. She was born on July 8, 1946, to the
late Clarence and Sarah McKnight in Florence County, South Carolina. 

 

Lil graduated from Eastern High School in Sumter, South Carolina. In the late
60s, she relocated to Connecticut, where she built a life grounded in faith,
family, and service. On December 17, 1977, Lil was united in holy matrimony
to the love of her life, Leroy Mincey. They shared 42 blissful years until his
passing in May 2020. 

 

She was employed by Southern New England Telephone Company (SNET)
for 29 years, during which she developed lifelong friendships. She later
worked at Hamden Hall Country Day School from 1997 until 2020. Lil was a
private childcare provider for Benjamin Levine for over a decade, with whom
she shared a close and loving bond. 

 

She was a member of Immanuel Missionary Baptist Church in New Haven,
Connecticut, where she faithfully served on the Annual Bazaar and Fashion
Show Committee. Lil enjoyed shopping and spending time with family and
friends. She formed lasting bonds beyond family ties, offering love, guidance,
and support to many. She had a deep love for children and was affectionately
known as “Aunt Lil” by many. Many found Lil to be a second mother, aunt, or



sister. She possessed a special gift for making her family and friends feel
seen, cherished, and loved. 

 

An exceptional hostess, Lil found great joy in cooking and entertaining,
especially during holidays and summer gatherings. Lil’s quick wit and sharp
comebacks were unmatched and unforgettable. Her warmth, generosity, and
welcoming spirit will be fondly remembered by all who knew her. 

 

She leaves to cherish her memory her sister, Carrie (David) Clark of Dallas,
Texas; stepdaughters, Barbara Mincey of Hamden, Connecticut, and Darcel
(Michael) Franklin of Chesapeake, Virginia; five grandchildren; Andre’ Sutton
of New Haven, Connecticut, Falon Persley of Virginia Beach, Virginia, D’Naja
Fleming of New Haven, Connecticut, Michaela and Deion Franklin of
Chesapeake, Virginia, and four great granddaughters, Taela Sutton of
Reidsville, North Carolina, Alaina Jones of New Haven, Connecticut, Jaelyn
and Jrue Sutton of West Haven, Connecticut. One brother-in-law, Herschel
Jenkins of Newark, New Jersey, one sister-in-law, Leatha Gyamfi of
Bloomfield, New Jersey, and a host of other relatives, godchildren, and
friends. She also shared a special and loving bond with her caregiver and
goddaughter, NaKeysha Conyers. 

 

She was predeceased by her husband, Leroy Mincey; her parents, Clarence
and Sarah McKnight; her brother, Clarence McKnight Jr.; her sister Helen
Plowden; and her stepson, Denaris Fleming.



Cemetery Details

Beaverdale Memorial Park

90 Pine Rock Avenue
New Haven, CT

Previous Events

Calling Hours

JAN 12. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Christian Love Center
154 Derby Avenue
New Haven, CT

Funeral Service

JAN 12. 11:00 AM (ET)

Christian Love Center
154 Derby Avenue
New Haven, CT
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REBECCA A FORD - January 19 at 06:55 PM

REBECCA A FORD lit a candle in memory of
Lillie Mincey

Monica Hammie Richardson - January 12 at 07:46 AM

Lillian was always quick with that beautiful
smile. She was a roll model for women We
loved her and Leroy. My father, Freeman
Hammie, never missed a Christmas while he
was alive, visiting Lil and her fine cooking. My
condolences to the family.

 Monica Hammie Richardson

Amber Harrison - January 09 at 10:06 PM

Miss Lil used to take care of me after school at Hamden Hall. She
will truly be missed, and thoughts and prayers truly go out to her
and her family.

Margaret Thomas - January 08 at 09:17 PM

I am so very sorry for your loss. A WONDERFUL woman of GOD.
May HE strengthen and give comfort to the family
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Cindy & Manny Roberts - January 08 at 08:40 PM

Thinking of you during this difficult time. Wishing you peace and
comfort, Lil was absolutely a beautiful person.

James Clayton - January 08 at 02:31 PM

James Clayton lit a candle in memory of Lillie
Mincey

January 07 at 02:44 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Lillie Mincey.

Shavonne Broom - January 07 at 02:44 PM

Shavonne Broom planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Lillie Mincey.

https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

