
Johnny Dye
July 22, 1940 - December 2, 2024

Johnny Dye was born to Flora Booker and Dave Dye, in Batesville Mississippi
on July 22, 1940. He was the youngest of seven children: 2 sisters and 4
brothers. John’s early education was in Batesville, Mississippi and Memphis,
Tennessee. In 1959 Johnny moved with his brother and sister-in-law to New
Haven, Connecticut. There he continued his education at Hillhouse High
School and graduated high school while being employed at Yale New Haven
Hospital. 

 

After graduating from high school, John enlisted in the United States Army for
three years, as a field radio repairman. While serving his term in the Army he
met his wife, Martha. After receiving his honorable discharge from the service,
John and Martha got married on March 18, 1966. Together they had three
children: Nancy, Michael, and Karen. 

 

John did not neglect his spiritual growth. In New Haven, he joined St. John’s
Missionary Baptist Church, where he was a trustee. He then went on to attend
New Growth Outreach Ministries, under the ministry of Rev. Marks. His final
church home was with Rev. Johnson at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
where he served on the trustee board until his retirement. This was his final
church home before he was called to Glory. 

 

John was employed by Pratt & Whitney in January of 1966 and was trained as



a tool and die maker. During his employment at Pratt, he attended and
graduated from South Central Community College and Manchester
Community College with a Degree in General Education. 

 

He went on to attend Central Connecticut State University and graduated with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Technology Concentration and
Manufacturing Technology. Throughout his 33 years of working at Pratt &
Whitney, John worked as a toolmaker and manufacturing engineer. He
belonged to the Society of Manufacturing Engineers. He was also recognized
by Junior Achievement for his work with young people. 

 Having spent the majority of his life in New Haven, John was dedicated to
making New Haven a safe, healthy, and positive environment for all its
residents. He was a strong believer in community involvement. When Sarah
McIver moved to Arthur Street, he encouraged her to become active in
community and political activities, which led to them becoming longtime
friends. He invested a great deal of his free time and energy by volunteering
on various community projects and boards: Captain of the Arthur Street Block
Watch, Section Rep. Hill South Citywide Block Watch, Democratic Town
Committee, Voter registration drive, Fighting Back Empower New Haven,
Crime Prevention, Weed & Seed, Block Cleanup, Thanksgiving and Christmas
food Drives. 

 

As the President of the Arthur Street Block Watch Association, he applied for
and received grants for the beautification of Arthur Street. He was
instrumental in obtaining a grant for a memorial garden honoring some of the
deceased senior residents of Arthur Street. Due to his hard work, he was
honored and recognized by the City-Wide Block Association and the City of
New Haven. In 2001, he also received an official citation from the Connecticut
Senate in recognition of his work in the community. 

 

In 2001, John traveled to New Hampshire to accept the Robert Trojanowicz



Memorial Award in Community Policing for his lifetime achievement in
fostering community policing in the neighborhood and throughout the city. He
also received The Department Award of Special Achievement from the City of
New Haven. 

 When he wasn’t volunteering for the community he enjoyed spending time
with his family, especially his grandkids and great-grandkids. He was
affectionately known as Poppy to them. 

 

After his retirement from Pratt & Whitney, he still continued with his
involvement with the community. To keep himself somewhat busy he took on a
part-time job at Columbus Auto, delivering auto parts in his little black truck. 

 

John continued to serve the Hill Community even in his later years. He served
as the City of New Haven Alderman for the Hill neighborhood when no one
else would take the job. On May 13, 2024, John was honored with a plaque
on a landmark clock that stands in the corner of the neighborhood where he
served. 

 John was a thinker and history buff. He spent a lot of his personal time
reading the encyclopedia and only certain sections of the newspaper. You
could often find him sitting outside on the front porch talking to anyone and
everyone passing by the house. He loved to share his knowledge or insight on
different topics and at times became long-winded, especially when saying
grace. 

 

John was preceded in death by his parents Flora Booker and Dave Dye;
siblings: Mack Booker, Cora Doyle, Haze Booker, Ulish Booker (Milred),
James Booker, and Betty Shelton; His niece Emma Freeman (who was like a
sister), Sister in Christ Ella Vereen and his son Michael Dye. 

 

He leaves to cherish his memory his wife, Martha Dye; daughters: Nancy and



Karen Dye; Grandchildren: Brittany Dye, Kashera Booker, Octivia Booker, Aja
Dye, Lawrence Booker, Forrest Booker, and Sean Daniel; and 11 great-
grandchildren. He also leaves to mourn his death special cousins William
Gordon Sr. and Rose Gordon; Little Sister in Christ: Betty Evans; Sarah
McIver; Three God-Children: Rev. Dr. Cicely Little, Alonda Bailey, and Mark
Doward; Four Sisters In-law: Mildred Booker, Marie Jackson and Vera Walton;
Two Brothers In-law: Clarence and Melvin Walton; and a host of nieces &
nephews and other relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

Evergreen Cemetery

769 Ella T Grasso Blvd
New Haven, CT

Previous Events

Calling Hours

DEC 13. 10:00 AM (ET)

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
26 Edwards Street
Hamden, CT 06517

Funeral Service

DEC 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
26 Edwards Street
Hamden, CT 06517



Tribute Wall

RH

TC

FB

Ruby Harper - December 15, 2024 at 01:19 PM

Prayers and condolences to the Dye family on the passing of Bro
Dye. May God grant you peace in the days to come. The family of
the late Rev Joseph Richardson 

Trinka Chesson - December 13, 2024 at 11:32 AM

Dye Family, 
 The Sutton Family would like to pay our respects to Martha Dye and

Family. The Dye Family holds a special place in our hearts as we
have been Friends and Acquaintances since the early 60's. We will
forever cherish our memories of Bro. Dye and all of the good times
that we have shared. Rest In Peace, our brother and Friend.
Blessing Always. Trinka Sutton Chesson

Frances Branch-Walker - December 13, 2024 at 08:58 AM

Dear Family, 
 I am so saddened to hear of Johnny's

passing. My heart is heavy today, and I know
yours is too and I pray that God gives you
peace and comfort. Johnny and I have been
friends since our graduation from Hillhouse class of "62". He was
always a gentleman, kind and caring and touched the lives of so
many through the years. I know words can't take away your grief
and Johnny will truly be missed but he will live in our hearts forever.
God bless you always.
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Loretta McClure - December 10, 2024 at 09:51 AM

I met Mr Dyer while being administrative assistant at the Fairhaven
parents ministry he was on the board of directors along with
aldermen Rosa DeLaura for many years a wonderful caring person
my condolences to the family Dr Loretta McClute

Helen C Powell - December 09, 2024 at 08:57 PM

To Dye&Booker Family: sending prayers and
words of comfort to my beloved Johnny. I met
Johnny at Democratic town committee
meeting, there we became friends, Johnny
told me about various jobs,his education,and
family members. I told him that I knew his sister in law Mildred and
her family.Then Johnny brought Sarah McIver down into Reg of
Voter’s told me that’s his partner in the ward. They both were great
working team, he informed all the Arthur St neighborhood of various
activities going on ,having voter’s drive’s,poll workers,and block
watch, gardening for those into planting.

 ,work He got the poll workers active in the Democratic ward
committee is black watch along with Sarah McIver. They both were
a great team always had everything together as a team. They went
around getting the people involved in the ward and keeping an
Arthur Street together as family . He was a devoted mentor in the
Hill. He receive many awards and acclamation throughout the city
and the state, he got his flowers when he was still among us, and
we appreciate his loyalty devotedness to his family friends and
neighbors Johnny. I will miss you along with that smile. He always
gave everybody laughing and joking, may his soul rest in peace.
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Florine Allen - December 11, 2024 at 04:42 PM

Cuz you will truly be missed Loved you dearly and I’m so happy you
made it to Atlanta you said that it might be your last one but you and
God knew I’m going to miss your phone calls I’ll continue to hold
Mississippi down for you 

FB

Frances Branch-Walker - December 13, 2024 at 08:38 AM

I am truly saddened to hear of Johnny's passing. I pray that God will
give you all the strength you need to get through this difficult time.
Johnny has been a friend to me since we graduated from Hillhouse in
1962. He was always a gentleman, kind and caring. I will miss so much
for his encouragement and being so inspiring. Johnny definitely made
New Haven a better place. God bless you all.

FN

fanniehardy@sbcglobal net - January 02, 2025 at 10:07 AM

Martha our prayers and condolences are extended during this time of
the loss of your husband. We (Wilton & Fannie Hardy) neighbors via of
the Hill Community over 39 years ago heard of his passing yesterday,
New Year's Day. What a loss of a man who definitely had impact in the
community and beyond. His tireless deeds and efforts to assist in
making things better for others will be remembered. God continuous
blessings Martha to you and family.


