Gisela Maria Rivera Lopez
October 8, 1952 - October 28, 2020

Gisela Maria Rivera Lépez de 68 afios nos dejo para acompanar al sefior el
28 de Octubre del 2020.

‘Maria’ como era conocido por sus amistades nacio en Carolina, Puerto Rico
el 8 de Octubre del 1952 a sus difuntos padres Juan Alberto Rivera y
Concepcion Rivera. Maria se crié entre su amado Puerto Rico y el boogey
down Bronx ella regreso a su natal Puerto Rico y cri6é a sus cuatro hijos en el
hermosos pueblo de Loiza antes de establecerse en New Haven por los
ultimos veinte cinco afos de su vida.

En su vida trabajé como consejera en la organizacion de New Life for Girls,
archivista de récords médicos, recepcionista y trabajadora de campo de
FEMA dénde logré su satisfaccion mas grande ayudando a familias afectadas
durante el Huracan Hugo en el 1989. Una de sus dotes era su deseo de
ayudar a los demas ya sea traduciendo documentos, llevando recién llegados
a citas o servicios que necesitaban hasta ofreciendo su hogar cémo refugio.

Ella siempre trajo alegria inmensa a cualquier habitacién con su presencia
con su risa contagiosa y resonante. Maria era extremadamente orgullosa de
su herencia Puertorriquefia y se aseguré de inculcarles ese sentimiento a sus
hijos. Le encantaba bailar con su unica estilo de menear sus hombros
mientras bailaba y pasar tiempo con sus nietos.



A Maria le sobreviven sus hijos Jason, Michael, Loren, Stephen, sus 16
nietos, 8 bisnietos, sobrinos, sobrinas, su hermano Luis, su hermana Magda,
familiares y amigos.

Gisela Maria Rivera Lopez, 68, has left us to join the lord on October 28,
2020.

‘Maria’ as she was known by all her friends was born in Carolina, Puerto Rico
on October 8 1952 to the late Juan Alberto Rivera and Concepcién Rivera.
Maria was raised between her beloved Puerto Rico and the boogie down
Bronx New York, she returned to Puerto Rico and raised her four children in
beautiful Loiza before settling down for the last twenty five years of her life in
New Haven.

Through her life Maria worked as a counselor in the New Life for Girls
organization, a medical records clerk, a receptionist, and as a field worker with
FEMA where she had her greatest satisfaction helping affected families during
Hurricane Hugo in 1989. One of Maria’s biggest gifts was the desire to help
people by either translating documents, taking newly arrived to any
appointments or services they needed and even offering her home for shelter.

She always bought an immense joy to any room she walked into with her
contagious and loud laughter. Maria was extremely proud of her Puerto Rican
heritage and ensured her children felt the same way. She loved dancing, with
her trademark shoulder jiggle always present, and spending time with her
grandchildren

Maria is survived by her children Jason, Michael, Loren, Stephen, 16
grandchildren, 8 great grandchildren, nephews, nieces her brother Luis, her
sister Magda and loving family and friends.






Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Calling Hours

OCT 31. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

McClam Funeral Home Chapel
95 Dixwell Ave
New Haven, CT 06511

Funeral Service

OCT 31. 4:00 PM (ET)

McClam Funeral Home Chapel
95 Dixwell Ave
New Haven, CT 06511



Tribute Wall

Gisela Maria Rivera Lopez
October 09, 2023 at 06:14 AM

Magda Sister lit a candle in memory of Gisela
Maria Rivera Lopez

Magda Sister - October 31, 2020 at 12:16 PM

So sorry to see Maria here. | have fond
memories of her with her son Michael. To be
abensce from the body is to be presence with
the Lord. Fly away beautiful sparrow you will
be missed!

ELAYNE MCNEIL - October 31, 2020 at 11:08 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Magda - October 31, 2020 at 10:41 AM

AW

i




Mi amada madre se que vas a un lugar mejor donde no sentiras
mas dolor ni tristeza, donde podras estar feliz desde ese lugar me
cuidaras los sé porque siempre fuiste y seras una protectora que
hacia lo que fuera por hacerme sentir bien, siempre estabas ahi sin
importar mi caracter y lo dificil que era. Se que fui fuerte en muchas
ocasiones contigo pero solo queria lo mejor para ti. Me lamento no
poder haber hecho mas@. Te voy a extrafiar mucho, tu riza, tus
chistes y hasta tus enojos. Descansa en paz mi amada madre. Te

amo§y

loren - October 31, 2020 at 10:37 AM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Gisela Maria Rivera Lopez.

October 30, 2020 at 02:12 PM


https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcclamfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

