
Gayle Elaine Acosta
September 22, 1953 - January 12, 2020

Gayle E. Acosta went home to be with the Lord on Sunday, January 12, 2020.
She was born in Charleston, SC to John T. and Elizabeth Jenkins on
September 22, 1953. Gayle E. Acosta was the first daughter born in the family
after 10+ years and was the oldest daughter of six. Gayle was married to
William H. Acosta and their union was blessed with six children: William
Acosta Jr., Daniel Acosta, Julius Jones, Terrance Jones, Jerry Singleton, and
Gayle Singleton-Armour. 

 

Gayle gave her life to the Lord at the tender age of 14. She began working in
the New Zion I.A.M.E church in Charleston where her mother was a devoted
member. In 1974, Gayle relocated from South Carolina to Bridgeport, CT. She
became a member of the Holy Tabernacle Church of God in Christ (COGIC)
where she developed spiritually and ministered for 12 years. She was
appointed Children’s choir organist and director, Youth & Young Adult Choir
director, Prayer and Bible Class teacher, Junior High Sunday School teacher
and evening Prayer Intercessor. She was licensed as an Evangelist
Missionary by the Church of God in Christ Jurisdiction #1 under the leadership
of Bishop C.H. Brewer in 1984. In that same year, Gayle married Jerry
Singleton Sr. and relocated to New London, CT. She became a member of the
Pentecostal Rescue Mission COGIC, ministering as their pianist, Adult Choir
director and Young Adult Sunday School teacher. In 1987, Gayle and her
husband founded Ephesus Temple COGIC. She began a Youth Program



called the Sunbeam Fellowship where youth ages 5-25 met every Wednesday
evening. The program was a great success throughout the church and the
community, enrolling about 150 youths. In 1995 Gayle parted ways from her
husband and moved back to Bridgeport, CT, where she resumed serving at
Holy Tabernacle COGIC. She became a member of the Kingdom Life
Christian Church of Milford, CT in 1999. There, she was appointed Choir
director and led the 2,000+ congregation in prayer on Sunday morning. In
2003, Gayle E. Acosta married William H. Acosta and joined the Mount Aery
Baptist Church, Bridgeport, CT where she became the facilitator of the Prayer
Warriors ministry, wrote music for the Teaching Others To Achieve Literacy
(TOTAL) Program, and served as choir director for the Male Chorus and Mass
Choir. In 2006, Gayle and her husband were called by the Lord to the
Immanuel Missionary Baptist Church in New Haven, CT. He became the
Minister of Music and she served as the Assistant Minister of Music. In that
same year, the Acostas founded Sword of The Spirit Christian Church in
Bridgeport, CT. 

 

Gayle graduated from the Charleston, SC public school system in 1972. She
worked at Sikorsky Aircraft, General Dynamics, Priority Care Visiting Nurse
and the Bridgeport Public Schools Parent Center and Immanuel Baptist
Church working as the executive assistant and church secretary. She enrolled
in the Black Ministries Program (BMP) at Hartford Seminary and graduated
with high honors in 2010. Although she had ministered effectively for many
years in various capacities, crossing both racial and denominational barriers,
she felt the need for continued growth intellectually as well as spiritually. 

 

Gayle leaves to mourn her husband William Acosta Sr., their children: Julius
Jones, Terrance Jones, William Acosta Jr. (Tiffany), Daniel Acosta, Jerry
Singleton and Gayle (Dominic) Armour; brothers: Ronald Jenkins and Victor
(Della) Jenkins; sisters; Debbie (Larry) Jones, and Ghema Jenkins, and eight
grand-children. 



Gayle is predeceased by her parents, John T. and Elizabeth Jenkins, and her
brother, John. T. Jenkins Jr.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Friends may greet family

JAN 17. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Immanuel Baptist Church
1324 Chapel Street
New Haven, CT

Memorial Service

JAN 17. 11:00 AM (ET)

Immanuel Baptist Church
1324 Chapel Street
New Haven, CT
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October 09, 2023 at 06:14 AM

Gayle Elaine Acosta

Lewis Bynum - January 17, 2020 at 10:49 AM

Such a wonderful spirit...rest in eternal peace
Gayle with the Lord.

Sinseara - January 15, 2020 at 09:31 PM

Condolences to you Terry, Gail and Jerry and the rest of your family.
May you find comfort in Him during and after this time. Sinseara
Fraser-Mercado

Allison Duhaney - January 15, 2020 at 09:19 PM

Sister Gayle you will be missed. I will never look at a hymn the
same way. You had an indelible spirit and a grit to boot. Sleep on in
peace my sister heaven is rejoicing. Because you are singing and
playing music. RIP
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Allison Duhaney - January 15, 2020 at 08:26 PM

Allison Duhaney lit a candle in memory of
Gayle Elaine Acosta

Cynthia Ballard - January 15, 2020 at 03:43 PM

Cynthia Ballard lit a candle in memory of
Gayle Elaine Acosta

wanda potter - January 15, 2020 at 02:23 PM

So many talks and your smile I will never
never forget you. When I see you jump for the
love of Jesus. Now you resting. Rest on good
and faithful servant I love her so much

curtissa cofield - January 15, 2020 at 11:59 AM

Curtissa Cofield lit a candle in memory of
Gayle Elaine Acosta


